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The article describes main phases of environment development of Iturup Island in Middle — Late Holocene.
These phases are caused by oppositely directed climate fluctuations with different amplitudes, and sea level
changes. The authors revealed particular features in the development of western and eastern coast landscapes
of the island and traced the evolution of broad-leaved forest in the Middle - Late Holocen as well as defined
the reasons that affected the preservation of the relic forest near Kurilsk settlement.
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